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BENE VOLI ENCE OF GOD. oe 

Few themes in theology are more pleasing to the pious, thah 
that of the benevolence of God, toward his rational creatures 
The love of God is that to which man is indebted for his being: 
and to the benevolence of God he owes his salvation through 











Jesus’ Christ. 

Love and benevolence are frequently used as synonymous terms, 
that is, the love of pity, is properly called benevolence. This 
principle of heavenly origin is the great fountain from whic! 
eminate all the rich blessings of earth. It may be said to be in 
a qualified sense, the moving spring of action in Deity himself, in 
rélation to his immortal offspring.. Wisdom, Justice, Truth and 
Holiness may direct his operations, but Goodness, or Benevolence 
moves him to all those acts of kindness which unworthy, fallei 
man receives at his hand. How eacouraging a view of the Divine 
Nature is this? What rational and solid ground of hope and 
consolation on which the penitent sinner, or fainting believer, may 
rest his hopes! Amid the gloom that iivenade him, the dangers 
that await him, and the enemies that encounter him, he may look 
up to his God with unshaken confidence; he may call him hés;- 
his protector, his guide, his portion, his all. 

This view of the Divine Nature, is a source of consolation and 
trust, not only to the penitent sinner, and desponding christian; 
but also, to all who may wish to seek his favor. Yes; that Sa- 
viour who so loved the world as to die for some sinners. died for 
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ali simmers. Animated with this soul-ravishing truth, the ministe- 
of Jesus Christ may lift up his voice and say, 
““( for atrumpet’s voice, 
On all the world to eall, 
To bid their hearts rejoice, 
On him who died for all, 
For all, for all my Saviour died, 
For all my Lord was crucified.” 

With these “ tidings of great joy, to all people,” he may trav: 
up and down the world, inviting sinners home to God. . And 
while he feels in himself, that ‘God is love,” he believes that 
love is free for others. Every view which the revealed will and 
word of God authorizes him to take of the Divine attributes 
encourages him, to proclaim aloud, that God wills the salvation o} 
all; that his pleasure is, not their destruction, but their salvation 

QO yes; as soon would an affectionate father abandon his own 
dear children to wretchedness and want, as the Great Father oj 
the spirits of all flesh would consign them, years before they 
were bornyto hopeless ruin! QO! our Father and our God, inspire 
the souls of the writer and his readers with the spirit and conso 
lations of this doctrine! 





' REVIVALS. :. 
By reading the news from various parts of the world, it 1s 
pleasing to know, that God is still working, by the power of his 
spirit, upon the hearts of simers. We have noticed many rev: 
; 


vals which we have thought it useless to publish; indeed, so com 
mon are small revivals, that, to give lengthy accounts of all, ir 


the Messenger, would be impossible. We present our readers. 
however, with the following: 
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EXTRACT OF A LEYTER 
“NORRIDGEWOCK CIRCUIT, ME. 


“TO THE PUBLISHER OF ZION’S HERALD. 


“Dean Broruer, «, 
“An account of the commencement of a revival of religion on 
Norridgewock circuit, Me. was published in Zion’s'Herald, Dec 
16, 1896. This was communicated by brother Greenleaf Greely 
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rhe her in charge, at whose request I present a inua- 
i . . 
® : « ‘ . ot ’ ‘ ] > , , , . , } 
»h l the revival! I will be cnee iv tO ail WHO 


Tye 


continue to ncrease, 
+} . F } * 4 1 ; 
ec inthe towns of S ” Bingham, Moscow, km den, 
4 } ‘ 
at core Altnoueh we have not obtained the 


O17 
10 have long professed religion, are convinced 


of 1 re need of a deepei work Of vrrace nd seem tu e yantine fo! 


5“ ' 
full redemption in the yod of Christ © may this blessed work 
mitinue till an unconverted sinner shall not bye found on the 
arth! OBED WiLSON,’ 


A camp-meetl was held on Meadville circuit, Pa. from th: 
o} ‘ 1+ : ' , , : } : » 
ttn to ne | 1 ins i Wasa prec ious season, and tne p yw 
| } f ‘ : 


he Lord was manifested in the conversion of upwards of se 


enty souls Advocate & Journal 
ee > a ——— 
SANDUSKY MISSION, 
‘xtract of a letter from Bishop M’Kendree to the publishers ot 
| Chris La.) Advocate and Journal, a ited 
Urbana, O., June 16th, 1827 


’ 
“Yours of May 3lst was received while we were at Sandusky 


out unt of the Sunday School ind tract affuirs is gratify 
ing l recommend al! our societies of this descripti yn to unite in 
A pene al union, an J enc jurage the introduction of all such so 


cieties every where, but am sorry to find so little life in this part 
Our missionary work 


“Se reached New Lancaster, In this state, with a foundered 


5 
horse, ‘To continue our journey with him was improper, I could 
not obtain one to answer our purpose, either by purchase or for 
hire, at that place. My mind was set upon visiting the mission, 


inless providentially prevented; which could not be determined 


Cn 
Without resorting tothe lastmeans. Nor wasI willing to disap. 
point the expectations of those who were looking for me. Theres 
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fore on the 4th inst. I left the foundered horse and carriage j) 
care of my kind and attentive friend, Crist, borrowed a saddle 
& bridle, took Dr. Joshua Soule, jr., with me, and set out on horse. 
back for Sandusky. My infirmities rendered the undertaking 
doubtful, but it was necessary to satisfy my own mind. In the 
evening of the same day arrived at Columbus, and met brother 
J. B. Finley, according to previous arrangement. On Wednes 

day preached at Idleman’s meeting house, and on Thursday, the 
7th arrived at Sandusky, and found the mission fainily and schoo! 
children in good health. The next morning brother Gilruth con 

rlucted us over the farm. 

“Itis supposed they have about 130 acres under cultivation, 
$3 of which are in corn, 25 in wheat, and the balance in oats, flax, 
potatoes, and a variety of useful vegetables for the use of the fam- 
ily, all in good order, and promising the husbandman an ample 
reward for hislabour. In the afternoon we received visits from 
Capt. Cass, the agent, Mr. Lewis, and some of the Indians, and 
with the assistance of brother Finley, attended to the examination 
of the scholars, both male and female. Many of the childrer 
who were at school three years ago, have finished their education 
and retired; and their places are filled by another set of younge: 
children, so that there were but few present whom I saw thre: 
years ago; but those who were at school then are now considera 
bly advanced, and the young scholars are progressing as well a 
could be expected under existing circumstances. The missio1 
has laboured under some inconveniences this year. In conse 
quence of a very severe winter they suffered unusually. This 
suggested some improvement, but fromm want.of funds, they hav: 
not been completed, however, two large stoves have been pu: 
chased and placed in the mission house. It is hoped that these, 
in addition to the large fire places, will render them comfortable, 
and that they will still pursue their accustomed course of success 

“On Saturday morning, Dr. Soule, accompanied by Capt. Cass. 
the agent, whose humane and kind attention to the afflicted na- 
tives deserves the warmest praise, and Mr. Walker, an interpre- 
ter, visited an Indian who had broken his thigh bone and two of 
his ribs, and was otherwise much injured, by being thrown from 
his horse while in a state of intoxication. It has been ascertain- 
ed, that not more than fifteen or sixteen of the. Wyandots are ad 
dicted to intemperance, and this unfortunate creature was of the 
number. Myself and brother Finley visited Capt. Cass an¢ 
some of the natives at the garrison, and upon the return of the 
Doctor, dined with Mr. Lewis in company with several of the 
chiefs of the nation, with whom we had a conversation prepara- 
tory to a general interview which was appointed to be held on the 
following Tuesday. 

“On the Sabbath we preached to a large Indian congregation. 
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some white people from the settlements attended. Brother Pin 
ley spoke to great advantage. It had a powerful effect, The 
Indians, old and young, especially, the school children, were 
much affected, and hung around him as their spiritual father and 
particular friend. It was a good meeting, and I hope its benefi 
cial effects to that people, will neither be forgotten or lost 

‘On Monday, accompanied by brother tinley, Dr. Soule and 
an interpreter, visited six families of the natives, observed their 
farms, entered their houses, conversed freely, on civil and reli 
gious matters, and dined with Menoncue, where we conversed 
with ten or twelve of his acquaintances, principal men of the na- 
tion, and returned to the mission highly gratified with our visit, 
i heir imprevements are considerable, their houses comfortabie, 
and their manners quite respectable. 

“On Tuesday, the 12th, we had a very interesting and profita- 
ble interview to ourselves, as also to the nation and school, with 
twenty principal men of the nation. All the chiefs of the nation, 
except one who still retains hts heathenish practices, were pre- 
sent. All the natives who were officers of the church, were pre- 
sent. Krom these we obtained a very pleasing and encouraging 
account of the church, their moral conduct, the attention of the 
members to the duties of their respective relations as members of 
families and of the church, from which their attainments in vital 
‘eligion appear to great advantage. 

“From this council we obtained an account of the Wyandots, 
setting forth their heathen state, the introduction of the gospel 
among them, and its influence and effects of their civil, religious, 
ind social character. They modestly alleged their want of qual- 
ication as a reason for saying but little with respect to the school, 
yet spoke of its utility and their future prospects resulting from 
itin very pleasing manner. We had two interpreters, and pains 
were taken to obtain the correct ideas of the Indians. This doc 
iment will be prepared and sent to you as soon as possible. 

“On Wednesday we visited ten families, and dined at the house 
of John Hicks, in company with some of the chiefs, where we 
were handsomely entertained. Inthe afternoon took leave of the 
mission family, preached to the Indians, and bade them farewell. 
{ have never seen more punctuality and faithfulness among prea- 
chers and leadears, than among these Indians. 

“For some years materials have been collecting to bring this 
unfortunate people more fully to public views, which when con- 
nected with this official account from the Indians, may form outs 
lines for the history of that people. 

“T understand Mr. Jos. Mitchell, with whose character I pre- 
sume you are sufficiently acquainted, has obtained some informa- 
tion respecting these people, with an intention to publish it As 


’o the matter obtained by him, the end for which it is intended. 




































nm a tit 


a 


902 


ty [yy 


‘the authori by which he has proceeded, | know nothing 
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all. But I am confidently persuaded, that the materials which hy 
may have obtained, are destitute of any official sanction either of 
the Indian chiefs or of the mission. 

“On the 14th we left Sandusky, and on the 15th arrived here, at 
least sixty miles. Tome this has beena very fatiguing and 


somewhat afflicting journey; but the weather has been favourable, 


and I have been supported far beyond my expectation. Iam 
much indebted to brother Finley and Dr. Soule, not only for their 
attention to my person, but for the use of their saddles and hor 
ses, which were far more picasant than my own. By changing at 
pleasure, and resting frequently, 1 have been supported, and 
trust no material injury will result from my laborious visit to 
the mission.” Yours respectfully. 


W. MVKENDREE 





From Zion’s Herald. 
WESLEYAN MISSIONS 

We have so often alluded to the magnitt de of the missionary 
oper rations carried on through the piety and liberality of our Wes 
leyan brethren in England that it will he proper to give a skete} 

of the misséonary stations now occupied by them, and the eal 

of their missionaries actually engaged in the glorious work of e- 
mancipating the world. We e annot do better than to pretace the 
enumeration of stations and missionaries by introducing the open 
ing remarks of the Committee who drew up the Report for the 
last year. 

“itis with the greatest satisfaction the committee remark, the 
experience of another year-has given additional testimony to the 
stability of that princi, ve of Missionary zeal which has ‘alre ady 
poured forth so full a tide of libe rality, and spread its exertions 
for the salvation of mankind over so many parts of the earth. 

‘This principle has upon it no signs ot decay, although in some 
places it has been checked in its expression by the pressure of ad- 
verse circumstances. It is, in fact, yearly acquiring additional 
vigor, and warrants the conclusion, that it is the effect, not of a 
temporar y excitement produced by novelty or other inc idental 
circumstances, but of that work of the Spirit of God in the hearts 
of his people, by which they are prepared to co-operate with 
those purposes of Redeeming mercy which are now displaying 
themselves with so marked a character before the world. 

“These sentiments of zeal for the honor and triumph of the Sa 
viour, and of sympathy in the moral degradation of his redeemed 

creatures, have been cheered and animated by large and growing 
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more gratiiying as not being contined only 
engaged inthis eley i ervice: but 
ssing of Him in whose name and for whose glo- 


has been bestowed upon the la ct As it 


ui, Whether the Churches of Christ at home 


} } | 
rate largely and liberally in the work of 


Christ 


ue demons 


rtion opens hetore u Ample as 
of our contidence, OV, and gratitude, yet never 1s 
n, that the churches of Christ in these latter times have 


recently girded themselves to this holv wartare. and that they 
hut won tne outposts of the ene in atmost every part o1 
7 rule | rod has cons} ired with thi 


ne wm vident 
n the wav for further progress 


and mercy sti | more zloi ious 
yve faithful! lay no difficulties discour 
Lhose who have pledged th ‘mselves to 


rd our God is with us, and will not 


ts of the Mission Stations, 


ynmittee must.trom the ex- 
Lissi ns with the cuir on rwhich they have 
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ecessarily restricted, for the m , to 
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I reneir « Vis s70ns 
he society have six missionaries in France, steadily and suc- 
fully engaged in pouring light on the moral darkness that en- 


a ; nn" . 
yes so great a portion ol that interest nation. They act m 


hii y i 


rfect union VW ith the devoted and pious French Protest init min- 


and thr ir exertions have heen crowne | with very rratity- 
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Gibralter Mission. 


(‘wo missionaries labor in this station, who have an Enelis} 
society under their care, and preach in the Spanish language t. 
many of the residents. 

Maltese Mission. 

Flere are two missionaries eminently successful after having ey 

countered much opposition in the outset. 
Alerandria Mission. 

One missionary who preaches principaily to seamen of all na 
tions in the port of Alexandria—oc ‘casionally, however, breaking 
the bread of life on the desolate soil of Egypt 

Trish Mission. 

‘Twenty-one missionaries are engaged in this country with great 
success. They labor in the most uncultivated and neglected dis- 
tricts—have scholars under their instruction to the number of 
1590. and are accomplishing the work of Catholic emancipation 
mits best manner. _ 


Ceylon Mission. 

Here ore thirteen European Wesleyan missionaries, eight na 
tive teachers, besides a number of native superintendents oi 
schools. Great success has attended this mission. Twenty thou 

and children have passed through the schools, and a wide and ef 

‘ctual door has been opened for the highest use ‘fulness at this 


tana 
Continental India. 

Here are five missionaries and one assistant. Prospects are 

cheering 
South Sea Missions. 

Five missionaries are employed in New South Wales and Van 
Dieman’s Land. ‘These colonies pre ent an edifying example ot 
religious liberality among ministers of diflerent denominations, 
Fourteen stations are focenied and regularly visited by the Wes- 
le yanmissionari¢ 

New Zealand and Tongataboo. 

Six missionaries are established here. ‘The establishments at 
these places are of so recent date that little has been communicat- 
ed 

Soutlu rn Af rica. 

Eleven missionaries occupy the numerous stations of this mis 
10n, and have had great success among the Hottentoi population 
Western Africa. 

Here are fourmissionaries. ‘This mission is of recent date ; 
the laborers write that a most en ouraging field of one nce is 


! 
Open Delore them 





West Indies. 

The missionaries at these islands are procecding onacommand 
ing scale, and are crowned with brilliant success. Adverse prov 
idenges have thrown a gloom over some ieties of this held. oi 
enterprise the past year, yet the aggregate of good accomplished 
has beenimmense. In Antigua district, eighteen missionaries are 
laboring; St. Vincent’s district contains thirteeif missionaries; Ja- 
maica district thirtee ny Bahama district five. The slave popula- 

tion in all these districts receive great attention, and the number ot 
scholars brought under instruction is immense. 
British America. 

In the Canada district are ten missionaries who labor unde) 
great encouragement and success; in the Nova Seotia district, 
including Prince Edward’s Island, are sixteen missionaries; New 
Brunswick district contains seven; thes Newfoundland district 
twelve. 

The total number of members under the ec are of the Wesleyan 
foreign Misstonarics the last year has been 33,152 


From Zion’s Herald. 
MAINE CONFERENCE. 

The Maine Conference closed a laborious and peaceful session 
on Tuesday, the 10th inst. at Portland. There were ten preach- 
ers admitted on trial, one re-admitted, two superannuated, two su- 
pernumerary, and two located. The nett increase of member 
within the limits of the Conference, was 945 

From Zion’s Herald. 
ADDRESS OF THE GENESEE CONFERENCE TO THE 
PEOPLE OF THEIR CHARGE. 

Dear Brethren:-—We have great cause for rejoicing in consid- 
vation of that goodness and grace which have been so freely 
The conquests of the eross 


poured on us during the past year. 
madly on us 


won by its unusual diffusion of light and glory, call 
for thanksgiving and praise. To many of us the cries of pe nite int 


ners and the sHouts of new-born souls have been matters of dai 
ty er hourly observation, and no less than 6379 members hav. 
been added to this part of our Zion in the s space of one year. ‘To 
Him who died for us and hath washed "us in his own blood, be all 
the glory. 

What is a matter of equal, if not of greater encouragement js, 
(to the honor of God be it spoken,) we fd our,peopie, and, we 


humbly-trust, ourselves also, making some advancement in thai 
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the children and you!l: of our land, is peculiarly ommous of glo 
rious COUSE (jue neces, noi only 1 ( UW) iy mediate Oi pin © } i 8) 
eenerations vet unborn. 

Ve {rust vou art ulin if ntiy conv}! ce ( of fhe necessitv of} 
forming sunday se D ! adssOC la M as a IXil iry to thy Sunday 

hool Union ofthe Methodist Episcopal Church: in doing which 
you Wi'lappoint the most piou uid active of our young peonie a 
. : / i ' . . “ “. 
teachers, and the more aged and experienced as : Iipermitendent 
end visifers, and collect into these nurseries of learning and re} 
sion all the clnidren you can, and thus train then up for God and 
heaven. For tull information of the principl s of this institut) 
is ith the reasons tor its ¢ stab] snment. we refer you to the ¢ stl 
tutiron ot the socicty and the address of managers, as published in 
Wo. 33, of the Christian Advocate and Journal. and also to far 
ther information on this subject in the S4th, g6th.. and S8th num 
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. 7 4 * 1 . a 
My i tire i paper. ‘“*Next to Sunday school ope rations 1s 


the distribution of religious tracts. We have witnessed with 
vleasure the existence and extension of the tract society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. thas already distributed hundreds 
of thousands of these little messengers of peace, of mstruction, 
and of reproof. ‘The society being now connected with our book 


establishment, can, with the wreatest facility, diffuse itselt by 
. '” . ‘ ie . ° i” - 
means of auxiliaries and the benevolent exertions of individuals 


all over Our countty.’ 
A Citic ; me 4 . he hie iD sl, i a x { i} ive a | nu 9. 
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‘an be reached through ihe medium oL the press,” 

pale A ale a aD = ; 1: 
l; shall tind you ready and willing to enter’ directly 
into the spirit of the subject and to 


pul forth your hanes In the 


formation of tract societies hie ver practicable. See various 


‘counts of the principles, constitution, and lap my eflects of the 
tract SOc ne ty of thie Methodist Epise O} pal Church, in the 


Advocate and Journa I, 


Signed in behalf of the Conference. KNOCTE GEORGE 
JonaTHAN Heestis, Sec. 
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PROTESTANT CASE IN IRELAND 
Extract of a letter from Ireland, to a) gentleman 
dated April 7th 
‘My heart dleeds to tell you ‘that your 


1827. 


; 
young frie 

»more! On his Way home trom ‘B. shortly | 
house, in which he had left a Bible, he was attacked wit! 
& other we apons, and cruelly wgrise’ il Twi 


1 


» ot the mura rers 
nv lie in Cavan jail. In a short time he had been instramenta! 
u turning more than forty Catholics tron | 


ri ¢ 
le ith 


larl KLICS 
is lamented by all who knew him, but he | ie to ; 
happy world. Lis blood may be ot great benefit to th 
hurch: His brother, who never before thouvht of doine any 
hing for Christ, is now set *to ca for him; and many others 
Pray torus! Twe of those Catholics who lived with you, have 
ead their recantation inthe Church: and itis not uneommon to 
iear of twelve or fourteen in one week doing so in each ot our 
hurches. A converted Priest lately preached in our church, 
and gave us an account of more than 2000 who have ceased to 
low the beast and turned to the sk Some of these may be 
hypocrites indeed, but I believe the work is the Lord’s and hi 
ll perfect it.” 
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ixtract of a letter from the Rev. Wm. M’Mahon, presiding elder 
of the Huntville district, Tennessee Conference 
the Philadelphia Religious Messenger, dated 


” 


+} 1i¢ 
, lO the ecaitos 


“Place of Camp-.Meeting, May 24, 1527. 

“ am now holding my first camp-meeting for the present 

, and the prospect is ‘truly encouraging. We are looking and 
raying for great and glorious times during our present campagn. 
We held twenty-two camp-meetings on this diistrict last year, 


and the same number the year before. I have literally lived one 


sca- 
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tturd of my time in the woods during the last three or four years: 
aud | humbly hope my poor exertions in this way have not been 
altogether m vain. In 1825, we had more than one thousand con 
versions at our camp-meetings exclusively on this district; and 
during the same campaign we received 1131 souls into society on 
trial, a great many of whom are living members of Christ’s 
church, byt some have fallen asleep in Christ and have gone to 
yest. Broiher’s Owen and Trott, from the Cherokee missions, 
are now with me, in good health and fine spirits. As to the pros. 
perity of the good work i the nation, I have just read a lette 
from my dear and pious brother Fields, which gladdens and com 
forts my poor heart. God is with him of a truth; more than one 
hundred members have been received on trial in the nation since 
our last annual conference. The old members generally stand 
iast and are walking in the way of life, | have three camp-meet 
ngs appointed in the nation this year. I had two among them 
jast year, and have held camp and quarterly meeting in the na 
tion during the last five years.” 
-_————ane SS | 
ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF DANCING. 

To the Editor of the Instructor: 

Sir—it has long been a matter of great surprise and deep regre? 
to me, that ministers of the gospel, and members of the churches, 
should sanction the pernicions practice of dancing. We need not 
system to secure sensuality! ‘ Shall fhe throne of iniquity have 
sellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a law!” Ps. xciv 
20. Shall the avowed followers of the Man of ‘ sorrow ” thus 
wacitly declare their unfeigned attachment to unhallowed joys? 


What sons and daughters of the eternal fair 

Dare in delusive dance to vie and share! 

‘The glories surely that ‘ within” they boast, 

With dimness die ’midst stch a flippant host; 
Angels, methinks, indignant are around, 

With drooping wing, whilst on such wanton ground, 

‘ve following ideas upon dancing, appear to me so richly 
‘raught with conclusion and demonstration, and so imperiously 
demand the attention of the religious public, that I have copied 
them from a late publication, and shall rejoice to see their circu- 
ation, through the medium of the Instructor. Your’s truly, 

RONIM. 
“Dancing, said my father, affords, beyond any other kind 0! 
amusement, the strongest temptations to vice. I despise the 
futile declamation which would persuade us that it is an innocent 
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relaxation, or pleasure. Corruption is sucked in at every poze of 
the body as it glides along. The eyes are panders of the soul, 

and every sense is depraved. In a ball room the common decen 

cies of life are absolved or torgotten. Actions, from which the 
modest female would shrink alarmed in any other place, are her: 

tolerated, are here necessary. ‘The timid eye of chastity is 
closed, and all the meek reserve of virgin purity is lost.  Intem 

nerate wishes fill the bosom, and thoughts, far remote from virtuc, 
rake possession of the mind. 

‘1 would exhort that parent who thinks dancing a harm! 
pleasure, to divest himself, for a moment, of prejudie e and the 
power of custom, and examine what are its concomitants. Let 
him note the orgies of a ball-room. Let him consider what ar 
its established rules. Let him view his daughter successively t!) 
property of every man in the room: let him remember the factli- 
ties thus presented for temptation: let him not repose confidence: 
in the virtue of his child, when every external circumstance 
combines to undermine that virtue: the blaze of light that enehant 
confounds, and bewilders the senses: the exhilarating sounds 01 
music : the dazzling novelty, perhaps of a numerous “and elegan 
osapeany: the general joy that thrills through the frame; th 
heated blood that flows in burning courses through the veins; the 
pride of excellence in the display of graceful attitudes, in th 
rapidity of motion, in the accuracy of step; the natural vanity ot 
emulation: — W hat are all these? And what is the barrier that sh: 
can Oppose against them? But this is not all. With the hear‘ 
and mind thus prepared, what ravages may not other passion 
commit? The exultation of humbling a rival mistress; the ap- 
plause of contending admirers; the smoothe guileful tongue or 
seduction may prevail at such amoment. Or if’ virtue still mak: 
a stand, yet, how may its power be insulted or weakened by the 
open attacks of the profligate; by hus who seizes'the opportunity 
of closer contact to communicate infection that may spread with 
dreadful rapidity. She will not seek redress by complaint, for 
she feats to be thought conscious of a meaning that half alarms 
her; but she is conscious: and if she smile, her adversary hails 
the signal with impure, unmanly rapture! 

“ Are not these the dangers of a ball-room? but thousands wil! 
call them visionary, and thousands will disbelieve them. Some 

ae acknowledge their possibility, and others will despise them. 
1, however, am satisfied of their existence; and believing thu, 
nold myself bound in duty to shield you my child, from their in 
fluence. The benefits which the human frame can de rive frora 
Janeing may be obtained at less hazard) Tt may he invigorate 
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by ollier exercises, and it may be rendered erect and firm by at- 
tention. That grace which it is in the power of a dancing mas- 
ter,to bestow, is but vulgar mimicry of a vulgar nrodel. True 
srrace is the oflspring of the mind.” 

With such counse! who could refuse comphance? My reason 
was satisfied, and I cheerfully declined an acquisition that was 
accompanied with such peril. My father, too, would _ often 
observe, that the habit of frequenting balls often led to improper 
‘onnexidas, and from negligence, was commonly injurious to the 
health. But he acknowledged that these dangers might be part 
ly, if not Wholly, avoided by the circums pechon of parents; 
while the others were totally beyond their control. ‘ OF dan 
xers that were likely to happen, he thought it a parents duty to 
avoid rather than to resist. If serpents he in the path,itis safer 
to turn into another, than to risk the probability of passing thro’ 
themunhurt. If you give a child the means of dangerous plea- 
sures, trust not to the discretion of human nature. Power is a 
dangerous weapon in the hands of the prudent; . But when it is 
likely to be wielded by the passions instead of reason, then it be- 
comes formidable indeed,” Nubilla, p. 24—29. 

On the duty of ministers to promote the errculation of 
relizious publications.— Che value of the press as an 
instrument of disseminating religious information, of 
raising the tone and extending the influence of piety, and 
of rousing to action the energies of the Christian public 
in the benevolent enterprises of the day, is now, to a 
very general extent, correctly estimated. And perhaps 
in no other way can this agency be brought to bear so 
effectually on the public mind, as by sending forth a 
weekly sheet inthe popular and inviting form of a news- 
paper. 

But to make the most of his agency, it is necessary 
that the paper have suilicient patronage, have ample 
pecuniary support, have an extended circulation, have 
many readers. How shall these be secured? On whom, 
primarily, does it depend to give extent and energy to 
the influence of a religious newspaper? ‘The answer is 
plain—on the ministers of the gospel. It is expected 
of them—it is their duly—it belongs to the labours and 
responsibilities of their office to take the lead in al! 



















































measures and move inents fe rv th C WL hia of Zion. ro i 
them patronaze must be sousht. L mean not simply 
the patronage ot taking, reading and paying for the 
paper themselyes-— ae this if one part of it—but 
the patronage of their uence IN procuring its cies 
tion aiden the people of their ch Pa, and of their pens 
in contribatine to iis colamms. 

There are Some tultisters, who fear. that if they press 


; } (” Fart e polio: 
on their people the duty of patronising a religious | 
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yy aminister had better starve than neglect to make ex 
ertions for sustaining benevolent institutions and forthe 
furtherance gf the gospel.” But it is not so.—A thou 
sand faets, as Well as the mature of the case, go to prov 


hatit ts not s Who are the men that coutribute, a: 


‘ording to theft “means, most checrinlly and amply fow 


the maintenance of religious institutions in thelr own 
parish? ‘They are those who are most interested In the 
religious intellizence of the day—who take and read 
religtous p: iblications—who contribute to domestic and 
foreign missions, and who Peng theie charities late thi 
hannels.of reneral benevolence. ook over our towns 
and churches and-you will find thisa general rile.— 
There may, indeed, be exceptioas in the case of particu. 
lar Individuals, bubexceptions are few. He with de 
most, according to his means, to support the goSpel at 
home, Who does most, according to the same mans, to 
send the gospel abroad. 
tradiction. 


ravi . . : 
his is a fact that defies cc 


Batia minister, in his exertions to diffuse religious 
iaformation and to raise a spirit of general benevolence 
imong his people, ought tochave a higher motive than 
his own private interest,—and wo to hiin if he has nof! 
tle should determine, Reding on the strength of Christ 
that he will do all he can to promote the interests of 
‘igion both at home and abroad. | And ifa spirit of ger 
line piety and the permanency of religious instifutions 
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at home, way be increased by those exertions which are 
made to send the gospel abroad, then a minister is bound 
to make such exertions for the benefit of his own people, 
as well as for the good of those who are destitute of re- 
ligious privileges. ‘That such is the tendency of earnest 
efforts to support the benevolent enterprises of the day, 
many ministers, onthe strength of their own experience, 
are willing to testify. Andno one sustaining the sacred 
office has ‘a right to deny the truth of this till he has 
faithfully made the experiment, nor till he has proved 
Re declaration of Scripture incorrect, “He that water- 
eth shall be watered also himself.” 

Therefore, brethren, in compassion tothe people of 
our own charge—in compassion for the dwellers on our 
mountains and in our valle "YS; who are destitute of reli 
gious privileses—in compassion towards the pagan who 
sitteth in the: region and shadow of death, let us endea- 
vour to pour into the bosom of our respective congrega 
tions aspirit of general benevelence. Let us press them 
to patronize the religious publications of the day. Lei 
us urge them to contribute of their substance liberall) 
to supply thedestitute within our borders with the means 
of grace, to send the Bible and missionaries to the hea 
then, and to give life and energy to.every enterprise o: 
Christian benevolence. And in albthese things let us 
be careful to ‘*show ourselves patterns of good works,”’ 
contributing more liberally, according to eur means, 
than our people. And for our encouragement let us rest 
assured that if we labour and ioil and give to promote 
the cause of Jesus Christ, he will take care ef us and 
of our families.— Vermont Chronicle. 
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jNtesRity.—In all things preserve, integrity; the conscious- 
ness of thy own uprightness will alley te the toil of business, ana 
soften the harshness of ill success and disappointments, and give 
thee an humble confidence before God, when thé¥ingratitude of 
man, or the iniquity of the. times may rob thee of other due 
reward. Paleu 








